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MARSHALL UNIVERSITY HISTORY

AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH:

CONDUCTED BY:

ANNE CUMMINGS

PENNY MESSINGER

DATE OF INTERVIEW:

APRIL 7, 1987

Penny:
This is Penny Messinger.
Today is April 7, 1987.
I'm
interviewing Anne Cummings, who attended Marshall from 1947 to
1951, graduated in '51. We're at Hamlin, West Virginia. Where are
you from originally?
Anne:
Penny:

Well, I was born at Hubel!, West Virginia.
And tell me where that is.

Anne:
Well, it's probably you would say about 30 miles from
Huntington, about 10 miles above West Hamlin.
(It's in Lincoln
County?)
It's in Lincoln County.
Penny:

What are you doing now?

Anne:
I'm teaching special ed at Hamlin High School.
junior high and senior high class.
Penny:

I have

Tell me a little bit about your career.

Anne:
Well, I first started teaching, the first year I had five
classes, all of them were different. I had the uh, yearbook, I had
the school paper. And I taught at Guyan Valley for five years and
then I transferred to Hamlin. And I was at Hamlin for 20 years.
I transferred back to Guyan Valley and I was there for nine years.
And for the past six years I've been teaching at Hamlin in special
ed. And in the beginning I taught art and social studies.
Penny:

Why did you decide to go to Marshall?

Anne:
Because my father thought it was the closest school.
didn't want me to go to WVU because it was too far.
Penny:
Anne:

He

When did you start attending Marshall?
The fall of 1947.

Penny: How many years did you attend? (four) So you graduated in
'51.
(May of '51) Uh, did you pursue a post-bachelor's degree?
Anne:
I had uh, I started graduate school, I think in '52 and I
had twelve hours from Marshall, and then I finished at WVU.
Penny:
Anne:

How did you fund your education?
Parents.

I didn't work or anything.

Penny:
Okay.
Uh, what kind of, what
remember? What kind of cost were there?

kind

of

costs

do

you

Anne:
Well, I kind of kept a book of expenses.
And uh, it ran
like $900 a year. Then tuition was probably $35, room and board I
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think, was two-hundred and sixty-some a semester.
Penny:
[pause]
Tell me what you did at an average day at
Marshall. How did it start, and just kind of go through the whole
day.
Anne: Well, the first year I lived out of town with an aunt, over
on the south side, and I had an 8 o'clock class, so a lot of times
I had to catch the bus at 7 o'clock, and I got the bus from the
corner of 8th Avenue and 8th Street.
And if I wasn't lucky and
didn't get the 9th and 11th bus, I had to transfer over in town,
which usually took some time. And uh, most of my classes were over
about 2 o'clock, on Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays. And I didn't
have any Tuesday and Thursday classes.
In fact, I don't think I
ever had a Tuesday/Thursday class.
Penny:

Where did you eat?

Anne:
Where did I eat?
(mmm-hmm)
Well, now, it's back, it's a
restaurant again, but I can't even remember what it was called
then. It was on the corner of 4th, 4th and 16th, which is now Hal
Greer. I think it's what, Hulio's or what it is? (mmm-hmm) Well,
it used to be an eating place. And then I think it was a furniture
place and now it's back to a restaurant.
Maybe it was College
Corner.
I think it was called College Corner.
I can't, I really
can't remember.
Penny:

How much would an average meal cost there?

Anne: Oh, probably 75 to a dollar ... 75 cents to a dollar.
In my
first couple of years I didn't go to the union, you know, maybe I'd
go in, get a coke, but I really didn't go to the student union
much.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

How about in your later years?
Later years, we usually went to the student union.
What did you do there?

Anne: Uh, usually just walked through to see who was there, and if
anyone was interesting, we stopped and talked and if we didn't, we
went on to the dorm.
Penny:

Was there any kind of amusement, organized activities?

Anne: No, not organized. Most of the people that was there lived
out in town, and they played bridge and you know, and I didn't
really play bridge.
Penny:
Okay,
semester?

how many classes
3

did

you usually

take

in each

Anne: Usually carried the full load, anywhere from 16 to 18 hours
per semester. And I went one year to summer school.
Penny:

How would you compare summer school to

school?

Anne:
I liked summer school.
(why?)
Well, I don't know.
It
seemed more casual, even though there was older people attending
classes, I don't know.
It was just something about, it was a
little more casual than regular semesters. May say even a little
more easier than regular semesters.
Penny:

What do you mean by casual?

Anne:
Uh, I don't know.
The atmosphere didn't seem to be, you
know, well, maybe it wasn't as strict on, on the amount of work
that you had to do, the professors seemed just a lite more casual.
Then they were suits and ties but because so many of the buildings
were not air conditioned in the summer, they wore short sleeve
shirts and they didn't wear jackets [laughs] ... so there was more of
a casual air than there was during the regular semester when they
wore the suits and the ties and you know, dressed.
Penny:

What did you usually wear to classes?

Anne: I usually wore skirts and sweaters or skirts, blouses, hose,
flat shoes.
Penny:

Was that the usual dress?

Anne:
That was the usual dress.
First year, in '47, the skirts
were real long, like they are now, you know, down almost like ankle
length. And you wore saddles and a lot of times, bobby socks. But
it was usually skirts and sweaters or skirts and blouses.
Penny:

What was the favorite class you ever had at Marshall?

Anne: My favorite class? (mmm-hmm) Probably a music appreciation
class I took one summer from Mr. Creighton. And although as an art
major, I took an art class from Mrs. Fouse. And really, I think
I gained more out of the art class, it was a Home Ee class, but I
really gained more art knowledge about color and so forth, out of
it, than I did out of a lot of my art classes.
Penny:
Anne:

So that's why it was your favorite class?
Yes, I really enjoyed it.

(okay)

Penny: Did you ever ... you said you lived with your aunt the first
year? (two years) First two years, uh, did you live in the dorms?
Anne:

Uh, my last two years I lived in Laidley Hall.
4

Penny:

Laidley was kind of new then, wasn't it?

Anne: Well, it was still, it was, yeah, it was the newest because
College Hall was in the back part of the administration building,
and that was the old part then.
And Laidley was the newer dorm,
girls' dorm then. But I think it was open like in 1936 or '37. So
it was, really, it was 10 years old. That's new isn't it?
Penny: Fairly new.
you live on?

Uh ... what was your room like?

Which floor did

Anne:
I lived on the 3rd floor. The room wasn't too large. We
had one window, closet very small.
We had one chest, a double
desk, two twin beds and a chair.
And you had to keep it clean
because you had room inspection every week, and if your room was
dirty, you got campused. You didn't get out on the weekend.
Penny:

Tell me more about that.

Anne: Well, if you did anything against house rules, like at 9:45
if you came in late, and if they caught you, you were put on
campus. The only think ... you could go eat, and as soon as you ate,
you had to come back to your room, and you were restricted to your
room all that weekend.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

Who inspected the rooms?
Ms. Lahon, she was the house mother.
What else did she do?

Anne:
Oh, she checked to see if all the girls were in and
sometimes she would come around to the rooms and she talked and if
anybody was sick, she would see if there was a doctor and she was
just, what you'd say a house mother.
She had her own apartment
down on the 1st floor. And the only think about it, the elevator
made noise, and as she came up in the elevator, you could always
hear her coming [laughs] ... you could always be prepared.
Penny: Uh, what else was I gonna ask .... Oh, were you ever caught
breaking a curfew or with your room messy?
Anne:
Penny:
Anne:
she?)

No, we never did.
Did you have a roommate?

I had a roommate and she was from West Hamlin.
Uh, Wynonn~ Hart.

(who was

Penny:

Did you know anybody that was caught breaking the rules?

Anne:

Oh,

yes, yes.

There were several people that had been
5

caught and were put on campus.
If we happened to be out over the
time, we always had a system, though. But 3rd Avenue was then two
ways and a friend always would watch, see, and they would go down
and they would open the door for you.
All of our wing kind of
stuck together.
Penny:
this?

And it worked.

(it worked)

Did most people participate in

Anne: Well, our ... the section of our wing, let's see ... there was
two private rooms, and ours was a double, and three doubles on the
other side, there was about, let's see ... one, two, about twelve or
fourteen of us in one wing.
So we kind of looked out after each
other.
We didn't want to get caught.
And in the springtime we
have slipped out at night. Of course, that was just the fun of it,
I guess, to see if you could get caught.
Penny:
How many visitors could
regulations were there for that?

you

have,

and

what

Anne:
Your visitors usually came to the lobby and
announced and you went down to the lobby.
It, I mean,
really that strict. But you know, if you had a date or
to come, they would come and they would be announced and
come down to the lobby to meet them.
Penny:

of

they were
it wasn't
something
you would

How would they announce it?

Anne: Over the intercom.
intercom system.
Penny:

kind

(there was an intercom?)

There was an

Did you eat the dorm food?

Anne:
Cafeteria?
Yes, we were really lucky because uh, the
dietitian at that time was really good.
And the food was good.
And like on holidays or any special occasions like Halloween, the
cafeteria was always decorated and it was always something special
like before we came home for Thanksgiving, Easter, Christmas and
the food was good.
And they also liked special diets.
I had a
girlfriend who was on a diet, and uh, they fixed her food for her
special.
And when I did my student teaching down at Huntington
High, they even fixed a baggy lunch for me to take with me every
day.
Penny:

What sort of things did they put in your lunch?

Anne: Oh, different kinds of sandwiches, fruit, you know, it was
a well, well-prepared meal.
Penny:

Where was the cafeteria?
6

Anne: It was between Laidley and Hodges. I don't really know what
they call it.
Maybe the community college.
(that sounds about
right)
Penny:
Anne:
dorm.
Penny:
now.

Who was in Hodges?
Boys.
( was that the only ... ? )
Hodges Hall.

That was the only boys'

How many, well, I guess about the same number live in it

Anne: Well, there was, yeah, probably the same. A lot of kids, on
3rd Avenue then, there was a lot of rooming houses that kept
students, so a lot of people lived in the rooming houses.
Penny:
Were they ... where the parking areas are now?
exactly were they?

Or where

Anne:
Where the parking areas are.
And there was a lot of
apartments down there, that's now, that has been torn out. And the
laundromat was where Henderson Center, Ken Heckler had the
laundromat.
(he owned it?) He owned it, uh-huh. So, I ....
Penny: I hadn't thought to ask about the laundry.
own laundry?

Did you do your

Anne: Sometimes, if I stayed down over the weekends I did, but if
not, I brought it home. But uh, there was a laundromat.
Penny:

Where did most people do their laundry?

Anne:
That was the only laundromat.
You went to Ken Hechler's
laundromat. It was called something else, but he owned it.
Penny:

How much did it cost ... to do a load of laundry?

Anne: I think, I can't really remember. I think it was a quarter
to wash and a quarter to dry.
Cause it was kind of expensive.
Penny:
Mmm-hmm.
How would you describe the relations between
faculty and students in the time you were at Marshall?
Anne: Uh, well, really you ... ! never did feel really close to any
of my professors or anything. And possibly I only, I think I had
maybe P.E. teacher, of course, was a woman and I ha.d one woman that
was an English teacher and Mrs. Fouse, who taught the Home Ee
class, but all the rest of them were men. And you know, it was,
you just never, I never really felt close.
Even my advisor, I
didn't really feel like I could ever go ask him anything.
I
usually had my schedule made out, and it was the classes I needed
and I took it to him and he okayed it. But just to really and to
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sit down and talk to him and ask him what I should take and what I
shouldn't, I didn't.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

Was this typical?
I think it was pretty typical.
Did you miss that kid of advising?

Anne: Yeah, I think really being a freshman and the time, the time
we went in in '47, it was the time that uh, a lot of the veterans
had come back and started to school.
And the majority of your
classes, there were veterans.
These were people who had been
around the world and had fought, and here we were little kids out
of high school and it kind of made it rough.
Kind of made the,
really, it should have been a grading system with veterans and
kids, you know. It didn't work like that. You were competing with
these people who had, well, had families, some of 'em did. And how
many 17 year olds know what they want? We were in school and that
was about it.
Penny:
class?

Did you have a lot of contact with the veterans outside of

Anne: No, no, at that time uh, let's see, which dorm is it that's
built on the spot?
Well, right in front of the, where the old
cafeteria .... and Hodges, it was a trailer court, a lot of your
veterans lived there. And a lot of them up behind what is now ...
Penny:

Was this towards 5th Avenue or ... 16th Street?

Anne: No, it was between 3rd and 4th. You know, the street that
comes down now by College, where the education offices are, that
used to be the old lab school. It was that area that was in there.
It was trailers. And then there was an area up behind the Cabell
County Board of Education. It was called Buffington Court, was the
Veterans.
Penny:

I.

Did you ever have any contact with the model school?

Anne:
I uh ... (this was before Jenkins Hall was built) ... yeah, I
uh, no, this ... this, the lab
school, a lot of your student
teaching uh, they did at the lab school. Excuse me. But I think
I was only over there I think maybe three weeks and after three
weeks then I went to Huntington High and I spent nine weeks at
Huntington High, with Ms. Lucy Lewis, who was the art teacher. The
lab school kids tried to make the student teachers life rough!
They delighted in it.
(what did they do?) Everything in the book
that they could think, that they could do to a student teacher.
But I was lucky. I knew two of the kids that was in the class, so
I didn't have any problem with mine.
8

Penny:

Were you a member of a sorority?

Anne:
No.
I didn't join sorority but I did belong to the
Sportlettes, which was a social organization.
(what did you do?)
Uh, it was kind of like really, like a sorority. Except it started
out with P.E. majors and then from P.E. majors it went in, you
know, they just took in other people.
We had dances and we had
parties and hay rides and floats.
Penny:

How often did you help?

Were you in an event they held?

Anne:
Uh, well, we had like meetings once a month.
And uh, we
were intramural sports.
Uh, we always had a float in the
homecoming parade. And in fact, I think it was my senior year we
won first place for our float in homecoming.
Penny:

How do you construct a float?

Anne: A lot of work. With chicken, we had chicken wire, and paper
napkins, cardboard, crepe paper and our theme was 'Hats off to the
Herd'.
We built a great big top hat. And it was my idea and we
won first place!
[laughs]
And there's a picture of it in the
yearbook.
Penny:
often?
Anne:
Penny:

Okay, you said you participated in intramurals (yes), how
Well, I played volleyball, and I played uh, basketball.
Would this be like weekly or monthly or ... ?

Anne: Well, it was kind of like round robin tournaments. Usually
along about from January to March or April, they had, it was either
basketball or volleyball or that sort of indoor type sport thing.
And like the fraternities competed against each other, sororities,
uh, you know, different groups.
Penny I think the p.o., the p.e. majors would do pretty well in
competition.
Anne:

Yeah, they usually did.

So ....

Penny:
Who were most ... if you would take your friends and group
them in one group, how would you do that? Like where did you meet
'em, did you meet, did you know 'em before you started school? Did
you meet them through your classes, that sort of thing?
Anne: My roommate I knew before, because she went to Guyan Valley
and she was a class behind me in school. The other friends I made,
which I still am in contact with, I met after I moved into the
dorm. And they were from a small town, Gilbert. And uh, then one
of our friends was from Pt. Pleasant. And we all lived on the same
9

floor.
And our rooms were beside each other,
became friends and ...
Penny:
Anne:

so we

just ... we

So your closest friends were people you met in the dorms?
... met in the dorms, un-huh.

Penny: And you're still in contact with them?
you talk with them?

(yes)

How often do

Anne: Well, it's been several years since I've seen them now, but
we, when we see someone that we know, someone ... we always, you
know, ask and so forth. And find out through the grapevine how so
and so's doing.
Penny: What's the most exciting even that ever happened when you
were in the dorm?
Anne: Well, if you (if you have more than one, just, you know ... ).
Well, when they were building the science hall, like I told you on
the phone, about 10:30 one night we heard all the fire engines
going down 3rd Avenue because the fire station was just up at like
20th Street, up above 20th Street.
So, of course, fire engines,
you're gonna watch. And when they stopped down around the science
hall, someone said that the roof was on fire, so we all went out to
see it.
And we all almost got into trouble because the house
mother was very upset that her girls would go out in pajamas and
coat and watch a fire. And another time one spring, someone burnt
a cross in front of Laidley Hall.
(why?)
I never did know.
I
guess for the excitement of it. Or it might have been a message,
I don't know. And of course, every spring you had the usual people
who came and you know, the exhibitors that always came around the
dorm every spring. And the police would have to come and take 'em
off and two or three days they'd be back and the police would come
and get 'em again, so, that was every spring.
(were they local
people? Were they people from the college?)
No, it was usually
people from out in town.
This one person was from a well- known
family in Huntington. So ... nothing was ever done.
(who was it?)
I won't say.
[laughs]
Penny: Okay. Uhm ... [pause] ... what did you do for entertainment?
Let's just, let's just say it's Friday night and you've got all
your homework done, so you have a free evening and you're not going
home for the weekend. What are you gonna do?
Anne: Well, a lot of times, if like if maybe one or two did have
a date, the rest of us usually went to the movies. And uh, if you
did have a date, you usually went to the movie or if there was a
dance, you went to the dance. And then you either you ate at Wig,
usually went to Wiggin's or down to Jim's and ate or if there was
like a basketball game, a lot of times you'd go to a basketball
game. But now if it was on Friday night, you had to be in at 9:45.
10

But on Saturday night, no, yeah, on Friday night, no Friday night
it was 12, and Saturday it was 12.
Then on Sunday night it was
back to 9:45.
Penny:
How often would you say that you went on dates when you
were at college?
Anne:
Senior year almost every weekend or every other weekend.
Junior year just oh, not too often.
But senior year you dated
steady.
(same person?) Yeah.
Penny:

How often would you go to dances?

Anne:
Oh, probably once a month.
Maybe twice, depending.
And
there was a place out next to Wayne that was called Zips, that a
lot of the college kids w~nt to.
Penny:

What was it like inside?

(Where?)

Inside Zips.

Anne: Uh, it was called Rav, I believe it was called Ravencliff.
Oh, it was kind of rustic. It had a big stone fireplace, and they
usually had a live band. Just typical whatever the decor was for
the '50's, you know.
Penny:

How did you dress for the dances?

Anne: For the dances, well, for the formals it was formal, but uh,
there was a lot of casual . • • at that time in under the basement
of the cafeteria there was the Greenhouse, which was like a rec
area, recreation for the 2 dormitories, and they had like ping-pong
and people played cards and then on Friday and Saturday nights a
lot of times they had dances. And for that it was just you know,
people wore just like casual clothes. But remember, for the boys
there wasn't jeans then. Mainly it was like dress pants. But they
didn't wear ties.
It was just maybe sport shirt or a sweater or
something like that.
Penny:
I guess your casual dress was just the same sort of thing
you wore to classes?
Anne: Yeah, uh- huh. (okay) And the only time that you could wear
slacks or jeans to the cafeteria was Saturday morning and Saturday
lunch.
Even Saturday evening you could not wear, that was for
girls, you couldn't wear jeans or you couldn't wear slacks.
(Why
not?)
That was the rules.
You didn't wear 'em, you didn't wear
'em, you all, you wore a skirt or a dress when you went to the
cafeteria . Except for breakfast on Saturday and lunch on Saturday.
Penny:

What would happen if you wore 'em some other time?

Anne: Well, the probably would have put you on campus. They would
put you in your room over the weekend. There'd been no dates. You
11

wouldn't have gone out.
Penny: Did you know anybody that ever tried to be real rebellious
and wear slacks some time . . . ?
Anne:
No, not really, uh-huh.
Not at that time period, no.
( everyone just pretty much.
.)
Everyone just pretty much
followed . . . even your people who you knew were kind of rebels,
followed the rules.
Penny:

The people you could call rebels, what would they do?

Anne: Oh, they might, they might break the 9:45 rule or they might
slip out at you know, after hours or something like that.
It
wasn't anything great big and drastic.
Penny:
Okay.
rode the bus.

What did you do for transportation? You said you
How much did it cost to ride the bus then?

Anne:
Well, when I was living with my aunt I rode the train.
Because the train station was too far from her house. And uh, from
Hubell to Huntington I think it was a dollar twenty-five cents, one
way. And uh, the bus probably was a dollar. And then of course,
from the time I, after I moved into the dorm because the bus went
by Third Avenue I rode the bus and the bus usually, the time in
1951 I think it was up maybe to $2 or $2.25.
(each way?)
Each
way, uh-huh.
Penny:

Did you use any other form of transportation?

Anne: A lot of times my dad and my mother would take me back. I
had an uncle who worked who would go back on Sunday evenings, and
sometimes I'd ride back with him.
Penny:
town?

How about if you wanted to get from one place to another in

Anne:
You either, you rode the you know, city bus or you had a
friend or you hoofed it, you walked.
Penny:

How much did it cost to ride the city bus?

Anne: Well, really I can't remember exactly what it cost to ride
the city bus.
Probably a dime.
I really don't remember.
And
sometimes there was 4 girls who went to school, and uh, one of the
girls' father had a Hudson car dealership, which the Hudson is no
longer in existence.
And a lot of times we would meet at his
garage and he would take us to school.
So, if I didn't ride the
bus, I usually rode with them. Of if I was waiting for the bus,
they came along and asked me to ride and I'd ride with 'em.
Penny:

Did you attend the school-sponsored entertainment?
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Anne:
Oh, yes,
enjoyed 'em.
Penny:

always went to

the Artist Series,

and really

Do you remember anything that you attended?

Anne:
A lot of operas like 'Madame Butterfly', uh, 'Barber of
Seville', 'Carmen', then it seemed that you was, that had more
operas and probably ballets that they do now. And I really can't
remember any like Broadway shows they had, like the plays or
anything.
Penny:

How often did you go?

Anne: Whenever there was a Marshall Series.
6 per year.
(mmm-hmm)
Penny:

They usually had 5 or

How often did you come to Hubell?

Anne: Well, my first year, I usually came home every weekend.
after I moved into the dorm, I might come home once a month.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

And

You weren't married while at Marshall?
No, no.
Were you friend with any married students?

Anne: Yes, yes, I had my first couple of years one of the girls I
grew up with, her husband was taking pre-med and they would invite
me up for dinner and like my birthday, they always had me up for my
birthday and everything.
And then there was a lot of married
students, I mean, you was in class with, you know, you talk to . .
Penny: How did you compare the married students to the unmarried
students?
(what, you mean more settle or?)
Or attitudes toward
classes.
Anne:
Attitude?
Well, as I said before, they knew what they
wanted. They was going for a purpose, and they . . . they was, knew
where their priorities were. Should I tell you that I use to ride
the bus with Soupy Sales?
(oh, sure)
(laughter)
He always, he
rode the south side bus and uh, he'd be on the bus a lot and he
entertained on the bus. (what did he do?) Oh, he just entertained
people. He talked and he laughed and you know.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

Was, he had a radio program I think.
He had a radio, a local radio show there.
Was he a local celebrity then?
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Anne: Well, all the college kids I think listened to him. Because
he was you know, one of the gang. And they always listened. He in
fact, got up once and gave me his seat. Because the bus was full
and people was standing and I had a lot of books, so he was real
nice. He played the gentleman and gave me his seat.
Penny:
It's hard to think of a city bus being so full now in
Huntington.
Anne: Ah, yeah, listen, really and truly then, a lot of mornings
you couldn't find a seat. And especially if it was raining. You
may have to wait on 3 or 4 buses, before you could find one to get
on. And then when you got on, it was packed.
Penny:

How many Marshall students rode the buses to school?

Anne: There was a lot, there was a lot. Because there was a lot
kids in town that uh, was going to Marshall.
So, when the bus
stopped, well, if you rode the south side, it didn't go up, but the
16, well, going back down towards town it was the 9th and 11th, but
coming towards Marshall it was the 16th and 18th, and if you got it
you didn't have to transfer. But if you rode the south side over
in town, then you'd have to stand over in town and wait for the
16th and 18th street bus to come through. So . . .
Penny:

So Marshall students were like pretty heavy on the bus?

Anne:
Yes. And of course, there was the 3rd Avenue bus that the
kids from uh, the upper part, you know, like 29th Street and up in
that area rode.
There wasn't that many cars.
Kids didn't have
that many cars then. If you had a car, you was real cool! As they
say now.
'Cause you just, you know, even the veterans didn't have
that many cars. That's why they lived in the trailers on campus,
is because they didn't have cars or transportation.
Penny:
Anne:

Were you

ever in one of the trailers?

No.

Penny: How many would you say there were?
you said where they were.

I don't remember . . .

Anne:
I didn't exactly, I couldn't remember but there was a lot.
There was several. And they were not the large trailers as there
are today.
They were probably 24, maybe 30 feet long.
Probably
one bedroom and a bath, small kitchen and dining area altogether.
Penny: What could you tell me about student government at Marshall
during the time you were there?
Anne: Had a very active student government. Uh . . • one student
body president I can remember was Bill Orders, and then another one
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was Dave Daughtery, who is now a lawyer in Huntington. I think he,
I think he was president of student body when I was a senior. Very
active elections, a lot of posters, a lot of signs, a lot of
campaigning.
Penny:

How many people voted?

Anne: I'd say . . . probably 50% or more of the student body of the
classes.
Penny:

What sort of things did the student government do?

Anne: Well, they sponsored a lot of different activities. I think
they were responsible like maybe for homecoming and a lot of the
activities on campus.
Penny:
How much
university?
Anne:
Penny:

voice

did

they

have

in

the

running

of

the

Not too much.
Did they, did they have the authority on paper?

Anne: No, no, it was just . . . they might have had some input, but
Dr. Smith was, he was pretty open minded, but I don't think they
really had a you know, a great influence.
Penny: Had a president I suppose, and a vice-president, what other
kind of officers did you have?
Anne:
I really couldn't.
different colleges or what?
Penny:

.

you mean like the deans of the

Uh, I'm talking about student government.

Anne:
Student government?
They had a president and a vicepresident, and uh, then the class representatives.
It wasn't
really large then.
(you mean a sophomore rep . . . )
They had a
sophomore representative, a freshman, senior, junior, and the
president and vice-president. And the sororities and fraternities
were represented.
Penny:

So how many would that be in all do you suppose?

Anne: Oh, probably . . . let's see, one, two, four, six, probably
10 to 12. Probably 12 at the most.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

Did you eyer go to the student government for anything?
No.

Never did go to any meetings or anything.

Okay.
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Anne:
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:
Anne:

I never did run for office.
Did you vote?
Oh, I always voted.
Did you feel like your voting accomplished something?
Well, yeah, usually the person I voted for got elected.

Penny: You were voting for the right person.
(laughs) Okay.
Uh . . . you mentioned the G.I.'s earlier. How did they affect the
classes?
Anne:
I think some of the professors were kind of intimidated by
them.
You know . . . uh, I think probably classes might have been
a little rougher or we were expected to do a little more because of
the older people being in the classes.
It was uh, it would be
really hard to kind of describe uh, here were people who had, a lot
of 'em had been like practically around the world, they had fought
in a war, uh, and put them in with kids just out of high school,
you know, it was a big transition, really. I sometimes wonder what
it would have been like if we had been in classes with a lot of
just kids our own age, rather than being in classes with a lot of
older people. 'Cause most of the classes, maybe if there was 30 in
the class, 10 would be your age and the rest of the people would be
adults.
Penny:

Was there a lot of contact between the two groups?

Anne:
No, not really.
No, oh, they, I mean, you spoke and you
talked in class and everything like that, there wasn't you know,
there wasn't a lot of contact.
Penny: Would you think that describing the situation as you being
intimidated by them would be accurate?
Anne:
Yeah, I think so.
I think possibly maybe, maybe I really
did feel a little intimidated.
(academically) Uh-huh. Now, some
of 'em I don't think was any smarter, but it was just the fact that
they were older and they had had the experience and there was a lot
of things that you know, that they knew that we couldn't relate to.
Penny:
How, what kind of changes have you noticed at Marshall
since you're been gone?
Anne: Oh, gee. Uh . . . (do you have much contact with Marshall?)
Well, not in the -last few years I haven't.
But the growth, the
more, you know, there's more students, the new buildings, I think
I could still find my way around.
I don't think I'd get lost or
anything. But uh, the change in dress. I think the biggest thing
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would be the . . . the way the kids dress, the comparison between
when I was going and between today.
Penny:
Marshall experienced one of its biggest growth, probably
the biggest . . . (inaudible) . • • in the early 'S0's and through
the 'S0's. What, how many people were in your classes? Just say
an average class.
Anne: Uh, probably from, anywhere from 30 to 40. I think possibly
maybe the enrollment then was maybe 1500 or 2000, some place you
know, in the number. But anywhere you know, there'd be maybe 30 or
40. Of course, now the art classes were small. There usually was
uh, maybe 15, 20, no more than that.
Penny:
Uh, did you ever have to have a class that met in an
unusual place?
Anne: Yes, one summer we had a history class that had to meet over
in one of the science labs in the old, in the old, old science
building.
(and how did that affect the class?)
It didn't bother
us, we, you know. . .
It wasn't anything different or anything.
You just, the little stools were kind of high up that you had to
sit on. As I remember, it was the chemistry lab.
Penny:
You have your yearbooks here, let's look through this a
little bit. Tell me about, tell me about some of these people.
Anne: Well, if you're talking about Dr. Moffat, when he asked you
a question and he would raise that cane and point it at you, you'd
better know the answer, because if you didn't, you were in deep,
deep trouble. And Dr. Heath, who taught history, thought that you
should write word by word what was in the textbook on a text.
If
he asked a question, he expected word by word! See, there wasn't
too many graduate students at that time.
Penny:
How many of the people that are graduating here in the
yearbook? Did you have your picture in the yearbook? (yes) Those
people?
Anne: Well.
it's, in a way it's kind of like it is.
really you know . . . I'd say probably most of 'em.

It wasn't

Penny: Yeah, it looks like there's more seniors in this yearbook
than there are in ours now.
(laugh)
Anne:
Penny:

Probably, you know . . .
Looks like a lot more.

Anne: Let's see.
It's bad when you can't find your own picture.
Here.
(mmh, it looks like you; Greenhouse Association, what was
that?)
That was uh, the rec hall that was underneath the
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cafeteria.
I was on the board of directors,
planned activities and . . .
Penny:

kind of

like we

What did the art club do?

Anne:
Oh, that was just the art majors. That was the groupies.
(laughs) A lot of these people have really a lot, most of 'em have
really become successful people.
(what are some of 'em doing?)
Oh, they're like lawyers and doctors, and uh, there's a lot of 'em
business executives, so . . . they've done very well. Here we are,
this was out organization (looking at pictures in yearbook). And
here, there was the float.
(the top hat)
Mmm-hmm.
And I also
rode on the float.
(what short little skirts you were wearing!)
That's not short little skirts, that's short little shorts!
(oh,
I see) That's not little mini skirts, they're shorts.
Penny:
They look like mini skirts.
some of 'em do. That one does.

Well, that one didn't.

But

Anne:
But you might say, there wasn't the stress ('51 yearbook)
uh-huh, there wasn't the stress and uh, you might say it was kind
of like, it was an easy time, it was a nice time to grow up in.
And "Happy Days" doesn't really portray the period like it should.
They just kind of sometimes make it.
Here was the Artists
Series. There was always a matinee. You got out of classes, the
matinee a lot of times, to go to the Artists Series, which was
really nice.
You got out of class.
But they usually was on
Tuesdays and Thursday and I didn't have a Tuesday or Thursday
class. And you can see here on the billboard at the Keith, it says
Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis at war with the Army. So . . . (mm-hmm).
And there you can see pretty well what people used to wear to
the Artists Series.
(kind of dressed up, suits)
Mmm-hmm, yeah,
and see the ladies had fur jackets, and hats. (yeah) (And the men
have hats, too.)
mmm-hmm.
And like when you went to church on
Sunday morning, you had your hat your gloves.
Penny:

Where did you to to church?

Anne: Usually 1st Presbyterian Church, downtown. Because uh, the
friends I had were Presbyterians. So I usually just went with them
and we went to the (wore you hat and gloves)
oh, yes, everybody
wore hat and gloves.
You would not have dared gone to church
without it. (why not?) See, this was the 25th anniversary of the
college theater. Because that was just, you know, that would have
been breaking etiquette, so you did not break etiquette.
Penny: These questions might seem kind of silly, but you know, I
don't know.
Anne: (laughs) Because it was just kind of like rules and I guess
at that time everybody was just orientated to follow rules and you
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followed the rules. And you didn't uh, you wore your hat and your
gloves to church.
Just like it sounds awful but when we was a
senior, we was eating supper in the cafeteria and this girl that
lived down the hall from us, she was an only child and her mother
and father had come from Virginia. She had lived in originally in
West Virginia, but after she started to school they had moved to
Virginia, so they had come to spend the weekend with her. And in
the dining, when she came in the dining hall, her mother and father
was with her and they had been downtown shopping. And her mother
had on a hat and gloves because even adults at that time, if you
went to town to shop, you usually wore a hat and gloves.
And
Sandra had on a hat. Well, this friend of ours got tickled 'cause
the girl wore a hat to the cafeteria. So, the funny thing was we
went back over we got dressed, and we was going to this wedding.
Well, we called a cab and we went out back of Laidley on 18th
Street to wait for the cab, and the cab was late. So this man came
along and we knew it was Sandra's, we didn't know it was Sandra's
father, but we had seen him in the cafeteria, so he asked us, he
said, you know, if you all don't care, I have a daughter in school,
which should have given us a hint, but we didn't. He said, uh, if
you're going downtown, he said I'll take you to town. And he said
there's 5 of you, you know, you don't have to worry.
So we all
crawled in the car. We got in, I think there was 4 in the back and
one up front.
Well, anyway, this one says did you see Sandra's
hat?
Tee-hee - hee-hee.
Well, he takes us to the church, 1st
Methodist Church and just as we were getting out of the car, he
said, girls, Sandra is my daughter!
(laughs)
So you learn, you
know, the hard way, not to open your mouth. But I'll never forget
that, it was so funny. And I said, here this girl was making fun
and it was his daughter. And he was nice. He didn't stop the car
and say, you all get out and you can walk. He took us on down to
the church.

Penny:

So every time you went out you wore a hat and glove.

Anne:
We didn't, just to church.
(mmh, but she did?)
She did.
Because her mother made her wear her hat and gloves when she went
out, but at that time, a young lady was supposed to wear her hat
and gloves.
Penny:
This is a 1949 yearbook.
Let's look through it a little
bit. Tell me about some of these buildings, what classes met.
let's start here at the beginning, the section with all the
buildings.
Anne: Well, Old Main of course, uh was political science, English
classes, uh, and ·the back of it was College Hall, which was the
girls' dorm. (how about Northcott?) Uh, Northcott . . . the bottom
floor was home ec, uh, the top two floors was physical science,
biology, chemistry, and uh, the science classes. And you say it's
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still on campus, I really thought they had torn it down.
they had talked about it.

I know

Penny: They closed it, but then they opened it for classes again,
for emergency classes.
Anne:
Like overflows.
different.
And the uh,
different.
Penny:

(yeah)
library

That's
The union's gone.
has been added on to; it's

I understand the stacks were closed until . . .

Anne: Oh, yeah, uh-huh, in other words, you went to the desk and
gave a number and they always went to get your book, you didn't
wander back through it.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

You gave a card catalog number?
You gave a card catalog number.

And . . .

How long did it take to get a book from the library?

Anne: Oh, it didn't take long at all, because.
in fact, some
said it was a lot easier than having to go hunt for it yourself.
Now everything's on computer, isn't it?
Penny: Well, they have, they're changing the card catalog system
to computer. But it's not completed yet.
Anne:
The engineering building's gone.
That's where Smith Hall
sits. Now, this was your engineering classes, and uh, sociology,
economic classes was taught in the old engineering building. Music
Hall's gone (mmm-hmm), uh . . .
Penny:
Anne:

This was on 3rd Avenue.
This is where I believe the t.v. station is now.

Penny:
That would be Smith Hall.
I thought it was, I thought
somebody told me that it's where one of the newer buildings is now,
I can't think.
Anne:
It's where, it's where the t.v., not Smith, it's where the
t.v. is. It's right there beside Laidley, between Laidley and
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

That would be Harris, Harris Hall.
It's right·between Laidley and the Science Building.
Harris.
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Anne:
girls .
Penny :

The old gym's gone.
One side was boys and one side was
The girls had a pool and the boys had a pool.
Where was this located?

Anne:
Between uh, it would be now between student union and uh,
well, then it was the lab school and that would be between the
offices for education department (Jenkins Hall) Jenkins Hall, uhhuh. Uh ..• (Jenkins) ... Jenkins Lab School was from 1st through 12th
grade, and that's where you did your introduction to your teaching.
You usually spent anywhere from oh, say three weeks to six weeks.
And at one time you did all the student teaching within the lab
school. But I think along about 1950 they started sending teachers
out into the public school system because they felt they were not
getting uh, well, really, a right feel of what it would be to go in
to a school system.
(You think they were right?)
I think yes,
really, but I'd like in a way to see a lab school be back in
existence because that way I think it would give a student teacher
a little more self-confidence if they started out like a lab school
before they actually went out into the public school system. You'd
get a little orientation before you faced the masses!
[laughter]
Uh, Hodges Hall is still the same, dining hall ...
Penny:

It was used for .•.

Anne: For boys, uh-huh. It's, it was, it's much, much larger than
Laidley.
Of course, the cafeteria now's the Community College.
College Hall as I told you was the back of the administration
building.
And uh, Laidley Hall was three floors, and the bottom
two floors had tile on the floor because of the flood of 1937. It
had not been, I don't think it had been open and the flood buckled
the wooden parquet floors. Now, third floor had the wooden floors,
that you had to get down and clean and wax.
Penny:
How often, how much cleaning did you have to do besides
your room?
Anne:
Oh, just your own room, and usually maybe twice a year we
cleaned the floor and waxed and then we just had a dust mop that we
ran on it.
Penny:
Was there any kind ... was there people
university to keep it clean or was it you all?

hired

by

the

Anne: Yeah. Now, all the bathrooms and the hallways was cleaned
every, every day by a maid. And there was a maintenance person on
duty during the day. And then besides the house mother, there was
another lady who had an apartment that uh, actually she was the one
that was over the · maids that kept the building clean.
Penny:
In an interview with Odessa Messinger, she mentioned that
some of the, some of the people that worked in the kitchen were
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black.

Were there many blacks?

Anne: The maid, the maids were black. (all of them?) Yes. That,
that did the cleaning, they were black.
The main ten-, the
maintenance man was black and one was white. A lot of people who
worked in the cafeteria was black.
Then of course, (Veteran
housing) yeah.
Alan Court and Donald Court and then oh, here it
shows the picture of the trailers, there they are.
I knew some
place they did.
Penny:

It's like a little village almost.

Anne:
Yeah, uh-huh, but look how small they were.
were really small.

(gee)

They

Penny: I wonder how many there were there. One, two, three, four,
five, six, eight, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen,
sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-two ... !
can't tell how many there are there ... probably at least as many as
here.
Anne: You know, there were several. And it doesn't ... it doesn't
(oh, it shows there, 30 trailers), it ... does it really? [laughs]
Penny: Sixty-two units for married veterans only.
Court, Green Village had thirty trailers.

That's Donald

Anne:
But uh, then it doesn't show the other Buffington Court,
which was up at 20th Street.
Penny:

Was it like Donald Court and Alan Court?

Anne:
No, it wasn't two stories, it was only one story.
It was
like continue-, like duplex like thing. They all connected, but it
was just one story.
It wasn't a two story type thing.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:

It was for married students.
It was for married students.

Oh, most of them ...

[reply inaudible]

Anne:
... no, veterans.
Uh, it had two bedrooms, living room,
kitchen, bath. They were kind of small.
(all of those were kind
of small). Yeah.
Penny:

The dorm rooms were kind of small.

Anne:
Dorm rooms were kind of small.
Uh ... well, I don't know
really, really most of the professors who I had are now deceased.
Professor Jablonskey, who taught art, he's still living.
But uh
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most of the other ones are gone. Probably though, really, well, I
didn't mention Dr. Toole, I really liked him. Now, a lot of people
thought he was a little sarcastic, but for some reason, we just
kind of got along. And one reason was that uh, (he taught in the
History Department?) yeah.
Uh ••. when I was in high school, his
wife taught at Guyan Valley. In fact, one year we had Mrs. Toole,
Mrs. Bernside, Mrs. Bartlette, oh, there was another one. Who was
the one .•• ?
Penny:

Were they connected with Marshall?

Anne:
Yeah, their husbands were professors uh, Mrs. David, you
know, that lived there by Jewell Bowen, Elsie Davis (I've heard of
her) okay, her husband ( she taught languages), yeah, and her
husband was a professor at Marshall in Geography.
And Mrs.
Bartlette's husband was Chemistry, Dr. Toole was History, and Dr.
Bernside was Political Science.
Penny:
Anne:
Penny:
do it.

Did they drive back and forth?
They drove from Huntington to Guyan Valley.
That'd be kind of a long drive.

(yeah)

Well, people still

Anne:
They still do it, uh-huh, but I really thought I was
fortunate.
I think, let's see, in the class of '49 probably, no,
maybe Ernie Salvatore may be in this one, that writes for sports
news for (Herald Dispatch) Herald, yeah. I can't remember. He was
on campus when I was going.
END OF INTERVIEW
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